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Soviet skies
trembled and
an alien child
feil to earth

w HEN LIGHTNING flashed over a
] tiny Soviet hamlet and explosions
ripped the night sky, petritied villagers
thoug_ht they were under attack by

Americans. Instead, days later, military
seqrch teams found what they now
be::::d was a baby from space.

what he thought of the
Cp_lonel Dzholdash Aytmatov of the Ig‘:::l
mlhta_ry command, who was in charge of
the investigations, said: “All evidence
leads to the conclusion that an extra-
terrestrial child has been jettisoned out of
a cosmic ship in trouble.

“It landed safely, thanks
technology of the escape vehic:: g:
aa_ls_zhears bt:b be unharmed."” :

e y from outer space
gllegedly found near Sosnovka, a vill:::
in Kirghizstan, in July last year.

_Tpe Space alien, which looked very
similar to a human baby, was taken into
the care of the Medical Research Institute
in Frunzg, the Kirghiz capital, and later
arqld strict secrecy, transferred to tho'
children’'s hospital in nearby Alma-Ata.

According to official sources, the child
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died in early October, nearly three
months later. .

Early reports said the explosions
followed the crash of an alien scoutship,
from which two charred humanoid
~_ bodies were taken.

: Then a shepherd
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villagers stood, waiting. “They had never
witnessed anything as frightening as
this,” Captain Chingiz Chamrayev of the
Frunze militia said. He had rushed by car
from Frunze, the capital of Soviet
Kirghizstan, after being told of the panic in
Sosnovka.

“They thought that maybe it was an
American atom bomb exploding in their
mountains, something they had been
warned to expect.”

Meanwhile the military command of this
Soviet region bordering Sinkiang, China,
had already gone into action on reports
from its chain of lookout posts strung
along the Chinese frontier. Terse and
accurate, they pinpointed the spot where
the explosion took place: 20km below
Sosnovka near the Tyuzashi pass, 3600
metres above sea level in the Dzumgoltau
mountain range, inaccessible except by
helicopter.

It was still night when three helicopters
set out from Frunze to inspect the area.
Equipped with powerful searchlights they
found a smouldering wreckage on a ledge
in the mountains. The helicopters waited
untii daybreak and at dawn military
investigators landed near the spot. The
wreckage had burned itself out and all

The baby's room, on the fourth floor b
of the Frunze medical institute, was Y
kept under the tightest security.#)
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that remained was a blanket of hot ashes.

The military cordoned off the area and
remained at the site to await word from
Moscow. By nightfall a disquieting rumour
became both haunting and persuasive: it
must have been an extraterrestrial ship.

tater the search party received a radio
message: a local shephard had found an
object jettisoned from the sky, south-
west of Sosnovka.

By this time an urgent directive from the
government building in Frunze instructed
Captain Chamrayev to desist from further
investigation and to surrender the case to
Colonel Aytmatov.

The colonel came upon an egg-shaped
metal capsule about 1.5 metres long and

* half that in width. It.nad short stubby legs

and what appeared to be a small retro-
rocket in its underbelly. Its upper part
featured what Jooked like a neatly fitted,
hinged lid. Aytmatov decided not to wait
until daybreak but to have a bomb squad

fly in to pry it open.

baby’s digits.

"Webbing’,
reads a Soviet
specialist's
note on the
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in the eerie glow of searchlights from

the bomb disposal

off easily. The men first checked out the
object with sonar devices to satisfy
themselives there was no bomb inside.
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What they did find inside was a male
baby, at first glance obviously human. It
was breathing, seemingly peacefully
asleep. Doctors from the Frunze Medical

" 3/’ ” Jpnct o
wfere
L The child had
. ,5‘ neither hair,
v 3" =) eyebrows nor
o 3 k ¢ eyelashes.
2 1| Other Russian
0 | P notations point
to the purple
\ colour of his
pupils and the
light violet of
his irises.

Research Institute were despatched by
helicopter to take possession of both the
child and the capsu:a.

Colonel Aytmatov then advised the
villagers that a Soviet military transport
plane had crashed and exploded, killing
all men aboard. “It is imperative that this
be kept secret,” he said.

Despite all efforts to keep it alive, the
little visitor from outer space died almost

" three months later on October 3.

Unaware of developments, | settled
down to tape record the following
telephone conversation with the doctor in
charge whom | had interviewed in Frunze
a fortnight earlier:

“Hello, doctor, how is the baby?”

“The baby is dead.”

“Did you say dead?”

“Yes, dead. | am sorry.”

“What happened?”

“It was just as we feared. Acute and
massive infection. The little boy went into
shock in a matter of hours. We tried
everything to save him, but nothing
worked. The nurses reported that tha
baby's temperature was sligntly elevated.
This was followed by minor respiratory
distress. Less than 12 hours later the
child was dead. It was that fast.”

“But you anticipated problams.

" Couldn't you have forestalled them?"

continued o page 50 »
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After sonar
scans, bomb
disposal
teams pried
the lid from
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“*“No. Lxsten I've already lalwd too
muchtoyouabomws.ldodtwsntnm :
. any more. Goodbye.” '
Faelevonweeksmdfwr _

wasdel!verecrtommﬂmon.)u&16 _
a Saturday. It was my day off. 1.was
azectedathomemdasked"tnrepottay.
the time | got there the child had aiready
been placed in an isolation ‘ward and the 7

A{the; Tyuzashu -pass. - about%‘m)k g
- gouthwest of Frmze Evefybodraboard'

mpeatstoo lncrecﬂbleto'be believed. Isit

" beings spend much time in the water, and
~the strange purple colour of its eyes, the

“baby- looks human. X-rays shows that its
-body is like that of a human, with the
‘exception of a sllghtly larger heart,” he
said.

At this point in our discussion, the
medic was. interrupted by a young,
-Russian. nurse. She .had brought a
‘message which prompted the doctor to
excuse himself.: Walking the nurse back
to- the. Institute, .| asked her questions

‘which, 1'said, hadalreadybeenanswered

in part by the doctor.

- After confirming that she was Indeed
one of the nurses who had been assigned
to the space child, she said: “I am one of
eight. We work in groups of two around
the clock, six hours on and 18 hours off.
‘Kosmik’; as the nurses nicknamed him,
was our only patient. He was in a room on
the fifth floor of the Institute. On the night
he:was braught over { was off duty so |
"didn't see how.he arrived. ..
w“ltmadoctorbldyoumathelookslika
mordinary boy baby, it's exactly so; of

“‘about- one  year of age. He.'ls 86 .

- centimetres tall. One of the doctors told
mehodoosn‘tsrnwmymﬂons

“*TWo armed men-guard the ontrmoé[t‘d."

his ward and ‘entry is only allowed to
thoso with a special pass.” -~ -

-The extraterrestrial baby is- now
abpamnﬂy dead, a victim of the Earth’s
anvironment hostile to uninvited guests.

this'mean that no visitor from outer
spm would survive on our planet?

2 Looking back, the entire episode
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